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ADVERTISEMENT 


Ta THE. 


. D E R. 


HE following Piflertatinn is 
one of many, which in due 
time may ſee the light. It was thought 
proper to ſingle this from the reſt, 
and to print it at this time and in this 
manner, ſome things having lately 
been publiſhed contrary to the doctrin 
herein contained, and contrary (as it 
is conceived) to the truth of the goſpel. 
The Author is too far advanced in 
life, and has too much other buſineſs - 
upon his hands, to engage in any 
controverſy about it. It muſt ſtand | 
or fall by its own merit: If right, 


it will want no vindication; if wron ng, 
it deſeryes none. 


— 
—— 
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DISSERTATION 
on THE 


DE MON TIA GS 


Y N reading the Loipe, i make no doubt, : 
it hath happened. to many others as 
well as to myſelf, that they have beer 


ſtruck with the accounts of the monats or 8 | 


perſons poſſeſſed with devils, and have wohs 
(ered within themſelves what kind of beings 
theſe demotis, and what ſort of diſorders 
theſe poſſeſſions ebuld be. We do not read 
of ſo many caſes of this kind either before 
or after this period, neither do we certain c 
know of any ſuch inſtances at preſent: 
And why ſhould they abound ſo much more 
It this time than at any other, and yet the 
Jews 2 not of them as any matter of 
3 N * 
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ſurpriſe or novelty, but as things not un- 

uſual among them? They expreſs much 
wonder at our Saviour's manner of curing 


theſe diſorders, but none at the diſorders 
themſelves, as if they were not unaccuſtomed 


to them. Theſe queſtions have been much 
agitated. among learned men, who generally 
are divided in two contrary opinions, the 
one that theſe poſſeſſions were real opera- 


tions of devils, the other that they were | 


nothing more than natural cauſes and effects, 
and were ſuch diſtempers as are incidental 
to men, but only with different names. 


Now the better to judge and determin in 


which ſcale the truth preponderates, we 
muſt hold the balance with an even hand, 
incline neither to the one fide nor to the 
other, but weigh and examin things with 
deliberation and by degrees. 

I. Our firſt inquiry will naturally be 
What kind of beings theſe demons were, and 
conſequently whether the word is rightly 
tranſlated devils. In one of the diſſertations 
on the prophecies, explaining that text of 
the dotirins of demons or r devils, f it was ſhown 


from 


(1) Flotarch. Dion in boite TWY ward wahr. x. r. 1 
P- 95 


on Tue DEMONIACS, 3 
from Plato and the beſt authorities, that 
demons, according to the theology of the 
Gentiles, were middle powers between the 
furan Gods and mortal men; that theſe 
demons were regarded as mediators and 
agents between the Gods and men; that of 
theſe demons there were accounted two 
tinds; that one kind of demons were the 
buls of men deified or canonized aftep 
death; that the other kind of demons were 
uch as had never been the ſouls of men, 
wor ever dwelt in mortal bodies; that theſe 
latter demons may be paralleled with angels, 
5 the former may with. canonized ſaints; 
and as we Chriſtians believe that there are 
zaad and evil angels, ſo did the Gentiles 
that there. were good and eyil demons, 
According to Plutarch (1) © it was a very 
ancient opinion, that there are certain 
wicked and malignant demons, who envy 
good men, obſtruct their actions, induce 
* troubles and terrors, to hinder them in 
the purſuit of virtue, leſt after death they 
* ſhould be partakers of greater TOON 
than they enjoy. uy | 
p. 998. Tom. 1. Edit. Pariſ. 41624; See Diſetaion xxIn. 
on the Frophecigs. | 5 
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In the management of this controverſy 


as indeed in moſt other controverſies, the 
arguments have been puſhed too far on both 


fides, On one fide it has been affirmed that 


demons were nothing more than the ſouls of 


deceaſed men, and never before the coming| 


of Chriſt ſignified devils or malicious beings, 
malevolent, hurtful to mankind, delighting 
in promoting wickedneſs. On the other 
fide it has been aſſerted, that the word demon 
doth not ſignify a departed ſoul either in 
the Claffics or in the Seriptures. But both 
Parties, as I apprehend, are greatly miſtaken, 
For there are other demons beſides the 
fouls of deceafed 1 men, noxious evil demons, 
and ſo called before our Saviour's time; 
and there are inſtances of the word demm 
ſignifying a a departed foul both in the Claſſics 
and in the Scriptures, though perhaps oftener 
in the former than in the latter. In the 
diſſertation above mentioned it hath been 
proved | from Heſiod Plato and other autho- 


finden that | nal men after death become 
| emen 


ny 2) — 0 Boe vo? : ex,, & c Sowa; TX; rr fh 
vxas r Arber aſcubeg {EV Tas alabas, x & Tac @avna 
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on Tf DEMONIACS. 5 
demons, good beings, guardians of mortal 
men, and authors of good to mankind; 
and wicked men after death, by parity #4 
reaſon, muſt become other demons, evil 
beings, tempters of mortal men, and au- 
thors of evil to mankind. That there were 
wicked and malignant demons, obſtructing 
and envying the virtue and happineſs of 
men, was, according to Plutarch in the fore- 
cited paſſage, a very ancient opinion, ro 
rab wa,ði, and conſequently an opinion 
that prevailed before our Saviour's time. 
Thales, one of the firſt and beſt of the Greek 
philoſophers, diſtinguiſheth between demons 
and heroes, (2) affirming demons to be ſpi- 
ritual ſubſtances, and heroes to be the fouls 
of men ſeparated from bodies, ſome good 
and ſome bad. In Homer, Pindar, Ocellus 
Lucanus and others, philoſophers as well as 
poets, mention is often made of the hate- 
ful and evil demon, and of evil demons, 
xexcolzi pore; ; and the like properties and 
actions are aſcribed to them, which we com- 
monly attribute to evil angels. The very 


dapxun Sia g ee eit Os *. mowas rag KEXWpIT eva, boxas | 
rer owpaler, Plat. de Placit, Philoſoph. Lib. 1. Cap. 8. 


b. 882. Edit. mr 1624. 1 
etymology 


 etymalogy of the word in ſame meaſure 
evinces what. kind of beings they were ac- 


— 
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counted. For the moſt probable derivation 


of it is from a word ſignifying learned, 


knowing, ſhilful &c; dayorss quaſi Jayuor; 
ſays (3) Plato, as if they were beings of 
ſuperior knowlege. (4) Proclus on Heſiod, 
and the Scholiaſt on Homer ſay that they are 


called demons as knowing all things, or as 


being the diſpenſers and diſtributers of good 


5 and evil things to men, the word dae ſigni- 


fying to divide as well as to learn. Euſe- 
bius propoſes another derivation, and ſays 


(J) chat they are fitly called demons from 
Jepcarew, filling men with fears and terrors, 


Here then, without multiplying more quo- 
tations, are ſufficient evidences from the 
Claſſics, that the word deman doth ſometimes 


fignify a departed ſoul, and that there are other 
demons beſides departed ſouls, of a ſuperior 
nature, ſome good and beneficial, others 


evil and hurtful to mankind, and fo named 
before the coming of Chriſt. 


8) Plat. in Cratylo, p. 398. Edit. Serrant: Vol. 1. 


| (4) Proclus in Heſiod. Hays to dans r mare, 1 pepierr = 
re aſalz wa taxa To; avlpuro. In Hiad. I. 222. Azores 
tb Tg Jes, wor Januora;* fear tipo. Y tas 60pies weilen allo un, 


y rt 0 £10 ua. _— TW 3 
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ok ths DEMONIACS. 5 
But the right notion of demons is to be 
drawn, not from the Claſſics, but from the 


ccriptures, which are the ſource and ſtandard 
of all u n as well as RY 2 true 


d Hesl that the word — moſt 
uſually fignifies devils + but in the foreſaid 
diſertation ſome inſtances are produced to 

the contrary; to ſhow that the worſhipping 
of demons is the worſhipping of the dead, 
chiefly out of St. Paul, who being the moſt 
karned of all the apoſtles, and ſpeaking and 


writing to the Greeks, might expreſs himſelf 


in accommodation to their notions. I would 
not repeat what has been ſaid elſewhere; 
but theſe inſtances excepted, the ſigniflcation 
of the word is ſo clear in other places, that 
there can be no doubt -of its being rightly 
tranſlated devils. The text of St. James 
(IT. 19.) *The demons believe and trembleꝰ 

cannot with propriety be applied to any > 
other beings, nor well admit any other tran- 
ationthan © The devils believe and tremble.” 28 


(s) Ov aps To 3 dais popes «as © 
5 pe ac xaos auc bu, dog rug mp2oPuus; omaha gi bai. 
based. Tn Evang. Lib. 4: 2 2 5. p. 145 Edit. Vigeri. 


In 


1 DISSERTATION. 


In the goſpels; wherein is the moſt frequent 
mention of demoniacs; the ſame that are 
named demons are named alſo . ſpirits, and 
unclean. ſpirits; and evil and wicked.ſpirits, 
80 St. Matthew (XII. 43, 45.) and St. 
Luke (XI. 24, 26.) When the unclean 
e ſpirit is gone out of a man, — he taketh 
eto him ſeven other ſpirits more wicked 
« than himſelf.” There was in the Una: 
gogue, * a man with an unclean ſpirit;” 
faith. St. Mark (I. 23, &c.) ee which hada 
« ſpirit of an unclean demon, faith St; 
Luke; (IV. 33, Kc.) And when the un- 
* clean ſpirit had torn him, he came out 

« of him,” ſaith St. Mark; And when l 
6 the demon had thrown him in the midſt; Ie 
= . he came out of him, ſaith St. Luke: 
and in both the whole is concluded with 
this juſt reflection of all the ſpectators #5 
ec What thing 18 this ? What a word is 
« this? for with authority and power he 
* commandeth the unclean ſpirits, and they 
© do obey him.” When our Saviour called N f 
his twelve diſciples, as St. Matthew relates Nat 
h gave them power over un- 


te clean ſpirits, and to heal all manner of 
3 ſieknefß 


on ThE DEMONIACS. 9g 
« ſickneſs and all manner of diſeaſe ;”-the 
fame thing is thus expreſſed by St. Luke, 
(IX. 1.) © he gave them power and autho- 
« rity over all demons, and to cure diſeaſes.” 
What in St. Mark 1s unclean ſpirits, (III. 11 3 
„And unclean fpirits, when they ſaw him, 
© fell down before him, and cried faying, 
Thou art the Son of God,” in St. Luke 
s demons, (IV. 41.) „And demons alſo 
* came out of many, crying out and faying 
Thou art the Chriſt, the Son of God * 
What in St. Matthew (XVII. 18.) is a demon, 
in St. Mark (IX. 25.) 18 a ſeglAurit, and 
lunb and deaf ſpirit; and in the parallel 
place of St. Luke (IX. 42.) is termed both 
a demon and unclean ſpirit. St. Luke in the 
eme breath as it were ſpeaketh of evil ſpirits 
and demons as being the fame, (VIII. 2.) 


8. 
5 * And certain women, which had been 
e healed of evil ſpirits and infirmities, Mary 


called Magdalene, out of whom went 
dH {even demons.” St. Matthew in like 
manner, (VIII. 16.) When the even was 
come, they brought unto him many that 
of were poſſeſſed with demons, and he caſt 
out the ſpirits with his word.” In the 
| | C TT | 
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7 ſtory of the Syro-phenician woman'sdaughter 
(Mark IK, 2 5, 26.) what is denominated 


an unclean ſpirit, 18 called immediately after- 


wards. a demon; © A certain woman, whoſe 
40 youngeſt daughter had an unclean ſpirit, 
te heard of him, and came and fell at his 


< feet, (The woman was a Greek, a Syro- 


ct phenician by nation) and ſhe beſought 


e him that he would caſt forth the demon 


& out of her daughter.” Other inſtances 
might be collected, but theſe are ſufficient 
to ſhow that demons and ſpirits, and foul and 


unclean ſpirits, and evil and wicked ſpirits 


are ſynonymous terms, and are uſed pro- 


miſcuouſly to denote the ſame beings. It 
farther appears too, that demons are beings 
of the ſame kind, of the ſame nature as 
Satan and Beelzebub, the prince or chief of 


the demons, For by our Saviour's argumen- 


tation, when he was accuſed of -caſting out 


_ demons by Beelzebub the prince or chief of 


the demons, (Matt. XII. 22—32. Mark III 
22—30. Luke XI. 14—26.) it is plain to 


| demonſtration, that caſting out demons 15 
caſting out Satan, that caſting out demons 


by Beelzebubis oppoſed tocaſting out demons 


| 


92 
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by the Spirit of God, that caſting out demons 


by Beelzebub is the ſame as caſting out de- 
mons by Satan, that Satan's caſting out - 
mons is caſting out himſelf, that Satan and 
Beelzebub are the fame, that the demons, and 
Satan and Beelzebub the prince ar chief of the 
demons are beings of the ſame nature, and 


differ only in order and degree. When the 


Seventy returned to our Saviour, (Luke X. 

17, 18.) © ſaying, Lord even the demons 
*# are f ubject unto us through thy name; 
he conſidered the fall of demons as the fall of 
Satan, as another fall of angels, I beheld 
« Satan as lightning fall from heaven.“ St. 


Peter ſpeaketh of the demoniacs under the 


name and notion of © oppreſſed, with the 
„devil,“ d Ts di , when he told Cor- 


nelius the Centurion, (Acts X. 38.) © how 


© God anointed Jeſus of Nazareth with the 
„Holy Ghoſt and with power, who went 
about doing good, and healing all that 
* were oppreſſed of the devil, for God was 


with him.” He mentions this as one of 
the greateſt exertions of divine goodneſs and 
power. It is evident then, that theſe woicked 


and unclean Hiri theſe demons and the prince 
E ox 


or chief of the demons are not the fouls of 
men or women deceaſed, but are really and 
truly tbe devil and bis angels: and conſe- 
quently that the word demons is juſtly and 
properly tranſlated devil, eſpecially through- 
out the goipels. 
II. Having ſeen what kind of indus theſe 
demons are, let us now inquire what ſorts 
of diſtempers were uſually attributed to their 
influence and operation. Saul's diſorder is 
expreſſy aſcribed to this cauſe. (1 Sam. 
XVI. 14.) The Spirit of the Lord de- 
+ parted from. Saul, and an evil ſpirit from 
« the Lord troubled him. 8 Joſephus too in 
His relation of this caſe often mentions the 
demon or demons as agitating and dif- 
turbing him. His caſe appears plainly to 
have been of the atribilarious or melancholy 
kind; and according to (6) Rambam, the 
Jews cal every kind of melancholy an evil 
ſpirit. e 
Melancholy and madnefs are nearly 
allied, and this diſor der alſo was ſuppoſed 
to proceed from poſſeftion by an evil ſpirit. 


(6) See Lightfoot, Hebrew Exercitations on \Loke xu. 
Fw, * BY b. 442: PTE 3 46-3 
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The Jews ſaid of our Saviour, (John X. 20.) 


He hath a devil, and is mad, conſidering 


the former as the cauſe, and the latter as the 
effect. Several actions of/ the demoniacs 
how evidently that they were alſo mad- 
men; the ſame ſymptoms are diſcoverable 
in both; Take for example (Mark V. 1, 
dc. Luke VIII. 26, &c.) „ the man who 
« ware no cloaths, neither abode in any 
% houde, but had his dwelling among the 
©* tombs, and no man could bind him, no 
not with chains: - becauſe that he had 
been often bound with fetters and chains, 
and the chains had been plucked aſunder 
© by him, and the fetters broken in pieces, 
© neither could any man tame him; and 
« always night and day he was in the 


mountains and in the tombs, crying and 


« cutting himſelf with ſtones.” Here are 
all the ſtrongeſt marks of the fierceſt and 


| moſt raging frenzy; but when the devils 


were departed out of him, we find him 
© ſitting at the feet of Jeſus, cloathed and 
* in his right mind,” as St. Mark and 
st. Luke both relate it. The expulſion of 
. | | . 7 8 the 
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the evil ſpirits was likewiſe the cure of his 
' madneſs. * benuet bas | 
- Epilepſy is another dials which; as well 
nen, was imputed to the agency of 
evil ſpirits. We have a moſt remarkable 
_ eaſe of this kind in the goſpels, (Matt. 
XVII. 14—2 1. Mark IX. 15—29. Luke 
IX. 38— 42.) where all the ſymptoms are 
deſcribed as particularly and as exactly as 
they could be by a ſkilful phyſician. St. 
Matthew deſcribes him thus, He is luna- 
& tic and ſore vexed, for oft times he fall- 
ce eth into the fire, and oft into the water.” 
He is called a lunatic, as his fits might be 
better or worſe according to the courſe and 
changes of the moon, which as phyſicians 
_ . obſerve is not unuſual in this diſtemper. 
St. Luke thus repreſents | him, Lo, 4 
e ſpirit taketh him, and he ſuddenly crieth 
< out, and it teareth him, that he foameth 
e again, and bruifing him, hardly depart- 


rt eth from him.” St. Mark is more copi- 


us, Whereſoever the ſpirit taketh him, 
he teareth him, and he foameth, and 
e gnaſheth with his teeth, and pinęth away. 

< This came unto him of a child, and oft- 
1 times 


% ” T.a 3 
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te times it hath caſt- him into the fire, and 
« into the waters, to deſtroy him,” When 
he was brought unto our Saviour, © ſtrait- 
« way the ſpirit tare him, and he fell on 
© the ground, and wallowed foaming.” A 


patient truly to be pitied, and hard to be 


cured: but upon Jeſus ſaying unto the 
ſpirit, © I charge thee come out of him, 
« and enter no more into him, the ſpirit 
e cried, and rent him fore, and came out 
« of him; and he was as one dead, inſo- 
* much that many faid He is dead; but 
tc Jeſus took him by the hand, and lifted 
« him up, and he aroſe.” The malady 
was occaſioned by the inhabitation of an 
evil ſpirit, and the ejection of that ſpirit 
was the. remedy. The cauſe roar the 
effect ceaſed too. = 
Other diſorders were aſcribed to demons 
or evil ſpirits beſides the fore- mentioned of 
melancholy and madneſs and epilepſy. 
Job's diſeaſe, which ſeemeth to have been 
cuticular, of the leprous and ulcerous kind 
to a very great degree, is faid to have been 


| inflicted by Satan through the permiſſion of 
God. * II. 7.) © So went Satan forth 


cc from 
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from the preſence of the Lord, and ſmote 

« Job with fore boils from the ſole of his 
* foot unto his crown.” Satan! is alſo repre- 

ſented as the cauſe and author of the crook- 
ed woman's infirmity in the goſpel. (Luke 


KL. 22, &c.) © And behold, there Was 
re A woman which had a 5 of dnn 


« and could in no wile lift up herſelf. And 
ce when Jeſus ſaw her, he called her to him; 
„ and ſaid unto her, Woman, thou art 


c jooſed from thine infirmity : And he laid 
his harids on her; and immediately ſhe 


© was made ſtrait, and glorified God.” 4 
Hirit of infirmity may be thought an ambi- 
guous indeterminate expreſſion, but the 


meaning of it is limited and aſcertained, 


when this Hpirit is explained immediately 


| afterwards to be Satan (© whom Satan hath 


bound, lo, theſe eighteen years”) 5 £aſava; 
with the article, the great enemy and ad- 
verſary of mankind: There are alſo de- 
moniacs in the goſpel, who yet diſcover not 


the leaſt tokens or ſigns of madneſs. They 


were blind and dumb, but the blindneſs and 
dumbneſs are attributed to the poſteſſion of 
| evil 


— 
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evil ſpirits, and the recover . to their 
ejection. (Matt. IX. 32, 33 « Ag they 


60 went out, behold, they brought unto 
him a dumb man poſſeſſed with a demon: 
« And when the demon was caſt out, the 


dumb ſpake; and the multitudes marvel- 
« ed, ſaying, It was never ſo ſeen in Iſrael.” 


(Matt. XII. 21.) © Then was brought 
« unto him one poſſeſſed with a demon, 
blind and dumb; and he healed him, in- 
* ſomuch that the blind and dumb beck 
„ſpake and ſaw.” f 

But not all fuch diſorders did the Jews 
aſcribe to demons or evil ſpirits, but thoſe 
only which were beſide the common courſe 
of nature, and attended with extraordinary 
ſymptoms. Madneſs itſelf is ſometimes ſpoken 


of by its uſual name; without being aſſign- 


ed to any ſapernatural cauſe. Solomon 
mentions (Prov. XXVI. 18.) e mad 
© man who caſteth firebrands arrows and | 

„death.“ Of St. Paul it, is ſaid (Acts - 
XXVI. 24.) that « he was beſide himſelf, 


| * much learning. had made him mad.” 


Our Saviour's relations faid of him alſo 
(Mark III. 21, 22.) “He wbeſide himſelf; 


* —— I RN 
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but they, did not ſay, as the ſcribes did at 
the ſame time, He hath Beelzebub; the 
former putting a favorable, the latter a moſt 
malicious conſtruction upon his actions. 
So juſt and true 1s the obſervation of Gro- | 
tius and of our Lightfoot. Grotius (7) 
explains the word demoniacs to ſignify not 
common madmen, but ſuch as were ſeiſed 
and agitated by the forcible violence of un- 
clean ſpirits. Lightfoot (8) remarks, that 
3 it was uſual with the Jews to attribute to 
= | evil ſpirits ſome of the more grievous diſ- 
eaſes, eſpecially thoſe, wherein either the 
body was convulſed and diſtorted, or the 

mind was diſturbed and agitated by frenzy, 
Neither were the Jews ſingular in this 
belief; other ancient nations entertained 
ſimilar opinions. Dr. Hyde *hath fully 
evinced i it with regard to the Chaldzans and 
s Per- 


65 1 non quovis modo inſanientes, ſed im- 
purorum ſpirituum vi majore correptos atque agitatos. 


Gtot. in Matt. IV. 24. 
(8) Lightfoot. Hebrew Exercitation on Matt. XVII. 


15. I. 2. P. 21. 


(9) Medica Sacra in Dr. Stack's tranſlation. Cap. 9. At « 
Wy non Judzis tantum, fed et aliis etiam gentibus, in uſu fuit 
ä op | inſanos pro dæmoniacis habere. Hinc apud Herodotum 6] 


(Lib. 6. Cap. 84.) rex Cleomenes dicitur 2 ab ulls dæmonio 
ad inſaniam redactus, fed conſuetudine cum Scythis ebrioſus 


fil 
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perſians in his learned hiſtory of the reli- 

gion of the ancient Perſians. The Greeks 

and Romans called inſane perſons dal no- 

ved Nſoi, vvfegoD en, Lymphatici, Larvati, | 

Cerriti, Bacchantes and the like; as if the 

demons, or the nymphs, or the Larve, or 

Ceres, or Bacchus were the authors of their 

calamities, tho' what notions they had 

framed of theſe different beings we cannot 

tell, very imperfect ones we may be certain. 

The epilepſy as well as madneſs was called 

morbus ſacer a ſacred diſeaſe, as if it were 

cauſed by ſome divine power. As Dr. : 

Mead (gy) in tr cating of the demoniacs ob- 

ſerves, © this cuſtom of taking madmen for 

+ « demoniacs was not fo peculiar to the ; — 
5 Jews, but that it prevailed 1 in other na- 5 
„tions alſo. Hence in Herodotus king 
3 Cleomenes! 18 ſaid to be driven into mad- 


ſuiſſe, ot inde foriaſus. Cumgue NH denn Ggnificer ac 
aioon , hoc verbo 2 Furere utitur Xenophon. (Me- 
morabil. Lib. 1.) Quin et Ariſtophanes de eodem morbo 
gravius urgente vocem #a29x14uocy uſurpat, et detertimum 
inſaniæ gradum non panay, ſed zaxodayoncy e ſſe pronunciat. 
(Vide Plutum, AR. 2. Scen. 3. ver. 38. et Act. 2. Scen. 5. 
ver. 15.) Hinc etiam, ut notat Aretæus, /acer apud illos 
dictus eſt hic morbus, quoniam dæmon aliguis in hominem in- 
reſſus putabatur. (M T5 GoEng Iaruor®* t5 705 „ . | 
e cauſis morbi diuturn. Lib. 1. Cap. 4) 
P 0 5 
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< neſs, not by any demon, but by a habit 


of drunkenneſs, which he had contracted 

among the Scythians, whereby he be- 
e came frantic. And whereas Jeupoves ſig- 
cc nifies the ſame thing as g EYEw, 
« Xenophon uſes this word for furere, to 


«© be raging. mad or furious. Moreover 


_ « Ariſtophanes, intending to expreſs a high 
* degree of the ſame diſeaſe, employs the 
© word KAKODGE LOVED, and calls the higheſt 


te degree of madneſs, not paviav, but xaxco- 


« Il di,. Hence alſo, as Aretæus ob- 
ſerves, this diſeaſe was called morbus 
6e ſacer, or the ſacred diſeaſe, becauſe it was 


ce imagined that ſome demon had entered into 


„the man. The Heathens therefore as 


well as the Jews attributed theſe diſorders 
to demons, the Jews by demons under: 
ſtanding evil ſpirits or devils, the Heathens | 


| ſome beings, they knew not what, ſuperior 
to mortal men. In ſhort, certain diſeaſes, 

' which the ancients aſcribed to ſupernatural 
cauſes, many of the moderns affect to con- 
ſider as natural effects. 5 


III. The great queſtion therefore is, and 


the moſt difficult to be reſolved, whether 


nth 19 


the modern or ancient opinion is more 
agreeable to truth and reaſon, whether theſe 


kinds of diſeaſes were any ways owing to 
evil ſpirits, or may be deduced altogether . 


from natural cauſes. One would not wal- 
ingly encourage ſuperſtition, dec»dayuorizy 


as the word is in Greek, the dread of de- 
mons, and fearing where no fear is; but 
at the ſame time one would as carefully 
avoid the other extreme of ſcepticiſm and 


infidelity, doubting of every thing, and be- 


leving nothing but what may be ſeen, and 


provedeven todemonſtration. It betraysgreat 
weakneſs as well as great lazineſs in men to 
be too remiſs in inveſtigating the cauſes of 


things, and what they cannot readily com- 


prehend and eaſily explain, without ſceking 
farther to refer immediately to ſome ſuperior 
being as the cauſe and author; but on the 
other hand it argues as great vanity and 


preſumption to pretend to know all cauſes, 
and to reduce all effects to their firſt prin- 


ciples, as if nothing was above their level 
and comprehenſion. Some cauſes may per- 


haps lie within the ſphere of our knowlege ; 


but many more, I am afraid, are far above 
33 and 
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and beyond our utmoſt reach and compaſs. 
The effects are ſeen and felt and obſerved by 
all men, but the cauſes he deeper and more 
remote, and cannot often be traced up like 
a river to the ſpring-head. 
All cauſes may not improperly be reduced | 
to two kinds, material and ſpiritual. Now 
 the/ philoſophy of the preſent times inclines, 
as J conceive, to attribute too much to the 
former and too little to the latter. But 
matter is a dull dead lifeleſs thing, is always 
paſſive and (ſtrictly ſpeaking) never active, 
cannot of itſelf put itſelf into motion, or 
lay itſelf at reſt, and much leſs can it be 
the proper and efficient cauſe of any thing. 
Men may talk of the powers of matter, 
but it hath really no power, except what 
the philoſophers term the vis inertiæ, the 
power of inertneſs, the power of doing no- 
thing of itſelf. There is not a ſingle phæ- 
nomenon in the material world, there is not 
a ſingle motion or affection of matter, that 
can be accounted for any more than attraction 
and gravity itſelf, without having recourſe to 
ſome ſpiritual agent. Moſt of the cauſes and 
effects which we are acquainted with are but 
1 . 


\ 
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many different modifications of matter, but 
ll theſe different modifications are effected 
not by matter itſelf but by ſpirit. Matter at 
deſt can be regarded only as a ſecondary, 
aud not as a primary caule ; the firſt mover 
0 muſt be of a higher claſs and order of be- 
ings. It appears then that in the material 
world itſelf the firſt the principal agent is 
5 ſpirit ; and what then muſt it de in the 
world of ſpirits ? * 5 7 
It 1s certain, there are many more een 
beings in the world, than men commonly 
are aware of, or generally conceive. We 
ſee all the parts of nature full of life in the 
viſible world around us, and we may with 
reaſon therefore conclude the caſe to be the 
| fame in the inviſible world above us. The 
earth, the ſea, the air, and not only all the 
greater but all the leſſer portions of them, 
as far as we can perceive, are abundantly 
ſtocked with inhabitants; many of them 
come under our inſpection, by the help of 
glaſſes we diſcover more: but who can tell 
what numbers eſcape our obſervation, which 
no eye no glaſſes can reach ? There are 
| many kinds of beings plainly inferior to 
man 


* 


* 
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man, but there muſt be many more ſuperior 
to him. The fcale of beings. cannot ſtop 
at ſuch an imperfect creature as man, but 
muſt riſe higher and higher towards per- 
fection, the ſpace and interval above us be- 
ing infinitely greater than that beneath us. 
We can hardly enumerate the different ſorts | 
and ſpecies -of creatures upon earth ; and 
much leſs can we frame any adequate con- 
ception of the different degrees and. orders 
of ſpirits in the heavens, whoſe variety 15 
infinite, and being ſpirits they are not im- 
mediate objects of ſenſe, nor viſible to human 
eyes. Milton delivered the ſentiment of all 
1 well as his own, when he ſaid 


Millions of ſpiritual creatures walk the 


'earth 
' Unſeen, both when we wake, and when 


we ſleep. 
Two of the greateſt and wiſeſt of the ancient 


erben. Thales and Pythagoras (1), 
affirm 


00 Tov c e en. Thales apud Diog. Laert. 
P- 18. tei dt walk Toy. ce oywy E{ATASOV. 'Pythay: ibid. 
P- 587. Edit. Henr. Steph. 1514. | 

(2) "Yo a Er aul fee TE; Te. eure, A a Copa 


10781 nou Lyitinc. * ibid. 
” (3) e. 
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affirm that the world and air are full of 


demons and ſouls. The ſcripture in like 


manner repreſents the air as the habitation 
of demons ; and the devil is therefore ſtiled 
(Eph. II. 2.) © the prince of the power of 
« the air,” and his angels are denominated 
(Eph. VI. 12.) ſpiritual wickedneſs,” or 
as it is in the margin, * wicked e! in 
high places.” 

So many demons and ſpirits, hovering and 
natural abilities have the power of doing 
much hurt to the ſouls and bodies of men, 
unleſs reſtrained by the good providence of 


God. He, we may be confident, will not 


ſuffer one part of his creation to break looſe 
upon another ; but he may upon occaſion 
make uſe of ſome of his creatures as Inſtru- 
ments of the puniſhment of others. Pytha- 


goras ſpeaking of demons in the place above- 


mentioned (2) fays, that © by theſe dreams 
* are ſent. to men, and the prognoſtics of 
« health and ſickneſs.” Tertulling likewiſe (3) 

| aſſerts, 


(3) Corporibus quidem et a infligunt et aliquos 


eaſus acerbos, anima vero repentinos et extraordinarios per 


vim exceſſus. Soppetit illis ad on 14 ſubſtantiam bo- 


E minis | 


wandering about in thę air, muſt by their | 
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alerts at they inflict grievous diſeaſes 
© on the body, and excite ſudden and vio- 


ent commotions in the ſoul ; for by the 


© ſuttlety and fineneſs of their nature they 
© have acceſs to cither ſubſtance of man, 
3 They can do much by their ſpiritual 

© powers, ſo that being inviſible and im- 

t perceptible to ſenſe they appear rather in 
effect than in their act.“ Lactantius de- 
ſcribes their operations much after the ſame 
manner (4), that © being ſpirits not to be 
© ſeen or felt they inſinuate themſelves into 
* the bodies of men, and ſecretly working 


. within vitiate their health, excite diſeaſes, 


© terr fy their minds with dreams, and the 
like. Cyprian aſcribes the like effects to 
them (5), © they diſturb life, diſquiet 
* ſleep, and creeping ſecretly into the bodies 
© of men terrify their minds, diftort their 
* Iimbs, deſtroy their health, and provoke 
f ' diſeaſes.” More teſtimonies might be cited 


to 


minis adeundam fubtilitas et tenuitas ſua, Multum ſpirita- 

libus viribus licet ut inviſibiles et inſenſibiles in affectu po- 

* tius quam in actu ſuo appareant. Tertul. Apol. cap. 22. 
p· 21. Edit. Rigalcii. Par̃iſ. 1675. 5 

(4) Qui quoniam ſunt ſpititus tenues et incomprehen(- 


biles, inſinuant ſe corporibus bominum, et occulte in vil- 
| ceribus 


as 


TH, 


dos — 19 


— ws CY as, OR =” . TY ww» 


in corporibus occulte mentes terrent, membra diftorquent, 
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to this purpoſe ; and indeed they who deny 
all power and influence of angels demons 
and ſpirits over the bodies and fouls of men, 
contradict the general belief of mankind as 
well as. the whole tenor of revelation. If 
the exiſtence of ſuch, beings is admitted, 
their power cannot be denied, the one is ſo 
plain a conſequence from the other: 

But though poſſibly they may have the 
power of doing theſe things, yet what rea- 
ſon is there to think, or how doth it appear, 
that they ever exerciſed it? It was, I ſup- 
poſe, the great difficulty of diſcovering the 


| cauſes and applying the remedies to certain 


diſeaſes, which induced men to look higher, 
and to regard. them as the productions of 
evil ſpirits. They were for referring them 
to ſuch cauſes, becauſe they were incapable 
of diſcerning other cauſes, and could not any 


other ways account for ſuch effects. If in- 


deed things can be ſufficiently explained 


ceribus operati valetudinem vitiant, morbos citant, ſomnij, 


animos terrent &c. Lactant. Lib. 2. Cap. 14. 
(5) Vitam turbant, ſomnos inquietant, irrepentes etiam 


valetudinem frangunt, morbos laeeſſunt. _.Cype: de Idol. 
Vanit. p. 10. Edit. Felli. Oxon... | 5 
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upon natural principles, we ſhould not bebe 
recourſe to ſupernatural. If we can by 
any means unty the knot ourſelves, we ſhould 
| not bring in a demon to cut it. But are 
then the cauſes of melancholy, of madneſs, 
of epilepſy and the like ſo well known and 
underſtood, that we can point them out in 
each particular caſe, and mark the diſtinction 
between them? We may know the ſymptoms 


the concomitants and effects, we may in 


ſome meaſure be able to adminiſter reme- 
dies; but who can fully explain the ſpring 
and ſource of theſe diſtempers, generally in- 
curable by all the ſkill and art of man; 
what it is that produces this craſis of the 
blood and humors, or how it is that this 
craſis of the blood and humors excites ſuch 
horrid convulſions in the body, ſuch ex- 


travagant fancies in the mind? Madneſs in 


particular ſeemeth almoſt as inexplicable as 
dreaming. In a former differtation ] at- 
tempted to ſhow the extreme difficulty, if 
not utter impoſſibility, of accounting for 
the phænomenon of dreaming, by the prin- 
ciples of mere matter and motion, without 
recurring to the agency of ſome ſpirit: and 

| may 
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may not madneſs be conſidered as waking 
dreams, and dreams as ſleeping madneſs? 
Very little indeed it is that we can diſcover 


of the true cauſe and origin of things. We 


know that ſuch and ſuch things are, but we 
know not how they are, or what is their 
real eſſence and conſtitution. Thoſe events 
which we call natural are ſuch as fall out 
according to the common courſe of nature; 
but we are as little able to account for the 
common and ordinary, as for the ſingular 
and extraordinary productions of nature. 
(Eccleſ. XI. 5.) As thou knoweſt not what 
„is the way of the ſpirit, nor how the 
bones do grow in the womb of her that is 
* with child, even ſo thou knowelt not the 
works of God who maketh all.” Since 
then our knowlege is ſo very deficient, and 
we can ſo ſeldom ſay This is the cauſe, we 
cannot always be certain Thar is not the 
cauſe, We cannot give any clear and ra- 
tional explication of the malignity and in- 
curableneſs of certain diſeaſes, and how then 
can we be confident that they are no ways 
owing to the operation of. evil ſpirits ? May 
not the ſame effect proceed from different 

cauſes ; 
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' cauſes; and what is uſually produced in the 
ordinary. courſe of nature, may it not, be 
ſometimes, effected by the interpofition of 
an extraordinary power? Such an interpoſi- 
tion indeed we ſhould not admit merely 
upon ſuppoſition, nor becauſe we think it 
poſſible, conclude it therefore to he proba- 
ble. We ſhould. have ſome, better. warrant 
and authority, and what better warrant and 
authority can we deſire than a divine revela- 
tion? Things may be or may not be wrought 


by evil ſpirits, for what we can tell; but 


ſurely we may with reaſon believe them to be 
wrought by evil ſpirits, when they appear to 
be ſo from the things themſelves tranſcend- 
ing all human powers, and moreover, when 
— are affirmed to be ſo by Supreſs: teſti 
monies of holy writ. 
Dr. Mead, who was for attributing as 
much to material, and as little to ſpiritual 
cauſes, as a lefs reaſonable man could-do, 
in his Medica Sacra thus freely delivers his 
ſentiments on this head; (6) © I am not 
ignorant that the Jews, by a manner of 
<< expreſſion familiar among them,. are 


(6) Medica Sacra, ap. 3. in Dr. Stack 's tranſlation. 
| c wont 


* 
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«wont to aſcribe diſeaſes of this kind: to 
the power of evil angels as miniſters of 
God; and that even at this day ſome 
very learned men may defend the ſame 
« notion. But for my part, if 1 may be 
© allowed to declare my thoughts with free- 
dom, I cannot think it right to have re- 
e courſe to the divine wrath for diſeaſes, 


vhich can be proved to have natural 


© cauſes ; | unleſs it be expreſly declared, 


that they were ſent down directly from 


heaven. For if they fall on us in puniſn- 
e ment of our ſins, the intention of the 
© ſupreme lawgiver would be fruſtrated, 
* unleſs a ſure rule was given, whereby 
© his vengeance might be diſtinguiſhed 


from common events; in as much as the 


© innocent may be equal ſharers in ſuch 
© calamities with the guilty. Moreover it 


© ſeerns reaſonable to believe, that evils in- 


* flicted by the omnipotent judge muſt be 
* either incurable, or curable by himſelf 


© alone; that the connection of his power 


„with his equity may the more brightly 
* ſhine forth. By ſuch a.criterion are mi- 
* raculous works diſtinguiſhed from the 

bp operations 


— — —— = SI — 


. 
23 a=S - 7 4 4 RE = AO 
e eee n — 


r 
.. LEI 


— 
2 — 2 ooo 


— — — 


0 
"ak 
4 

by 

y 1 


Ee, * of * p. * 1738. 


32 A DISSERTATION 


« operations of nature.” And is not this 


preciſely the caſe of the demoniacs and others 


in the ſcripture ? They are expreſly declared 


to have been actuated and afflicted by evil 
ſpirits; their caſes are ſufficiently diſtinguiſh. 
ed from common events, and were either in- 
_ curable or curable only by a divine power. 
IV. Let us then take a nearer view of 
the demoniacs in the goſpels, and ſee whether 
they do not come within this deſcription. 
Thoſe who maintain that theſe poſſeſſions 
were nothing more than natural diſeaſes, 
have not gained any honor or credit by the 
company they keep: for as Dr. Hutchinſon, 
the learned editor of ſome part of Xeno- 
phon's works, obſerves in a (7) ſermon 
upon this ſubje&t, * Pomponatius, Vaninvs, 
Hobbs, Spinoza, and Bekker eſpecially, 
56 have all patroniſed the ſame opinion,” all 
of them profane and atheiſtical writers. A 
very different man is produced as a favorer 
_ likewiſe of this opinion, Mr. Mede, and 
Dr. Mead glories (38 well he night) in his 


(7) The uſual 8 of e nd Jayurna in 
g the New Teſtament afferted in a Sermon VE the univet- 
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relation to him, one of the moſt learned 
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judicious and able of all our divines, whoſe 
ſingle authority would weigh more with me 


than that of many other. others, being 

among the firſt of my capital and favorite 

authors. His fixth diſcourſe is cited for 

this purpoſe : but his notions, as I conceive, 

have been very much miſunderſtood, or - 

ery much miſrepreſented. For though he 

might allow demoniacs to be the ſame as 

madmen and lunatics, yet he looked upon - 

this madneſs as cauſed by evil ſpirits; and 

not only ſo, but moreover believed that 

perſons might be ſo poſſeſſed and actuated 

In this time. He ſays (8) indeed, that 

theſe demoniacs were no other than ſuch 

as we call madmen and lunatics, at leaſt 

that we comprehend them under thoſe 

names, and that therefore” (obferve what 

a follows) © they both zl are, and in all 

er M* mes and places have been much more 

frequent than we imagin.“ Again he I 

115 lays, * Such as theſe, 1 ſay, the Jews be- ; 8 
1 lived (and fo _ we) to be troubled 7 
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o with evil ſpirits, as it is ſaid of Saul's 


 <. melancholy that an evil fprrit from th: 

Tord troubled bim. He ſays afterwards, 
<« If thoſe were not ſuch as we now a-days 
e conceive of no otherwiſe than as mad- 
«© men, ſurely the world muſt be ſuppoſed 


< to be very well rid of devils over it hath 


been; 2hich for my part I believe not,” 
And in another part of his works he aſſerts 
the word demons, in the goſpels eſpeci- 


ally, to ſignify devils. © The uſe of the | 


word demon in the worſt ſenſe, or directly 
(C for a devil, will be almoſt confined 10 the 
te goſpels, where the ſubject ſpoken of be- 
ing men vexed with evil ſpirits could admit 
no otber ſenſe nor wſe.” It is evident then 
that Mr. Mede was ſo far from falling ſhort 
in belief, that he carried it farther than the 
generality of Chriſtian Divines do. But! 
would not therefore affirm that all madmen 
are demoniacs, any more than I would, that 
all demoniacs are madmen. The ſymp- 


toms and effects of melancholy, of mad - 


neſs, of epilepſy and the like, whether in 


the natural way as it is called, or by demo- 
: n —— may be ſo much alike, o 


1 | much 
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much the ſame, that we may not be able 
clearly to diſtinguiſh and.point out which is 
the proper cauſe: but we may determin 
with ſome kind of certainty, when the poſ- 
ſeſlion is ſtrongly marked by ſome circum- 


ſtances more than natural, and the truth 


and reality of it are farther confirmed to us 
by the moſt creditable authors, whom we 
have all the reaſon in the world to believe to 
be divinely inſpired. = 

Of Saul's diſeaſe we ſhould. not have 


known the real cauſe, if the ſacred hiſtorian 


had not informed us that it was an evil 
ſpirit, and that in ſuch a manner that it 
cannot be miſtaken. For when Saul was 


anointed king (1 Sam. X. 9, 10.) © the 


crpirit of God came upon him, and gave 
him another heart. But when by his 


ſins he had forfeited God's favor, it is ſaid 


(ui Sam. XVI. 14.) that © the Spirit of the 
Lord departed from him, and an evil 
* ſpirit from the Lord troubled him.” We 
ſee the one is plainly oppoſed to the other; 
the one is a name or quality only no more 
than the other; the one is a fictitious beingno 
more than the other; both are real agents, the 
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evil ſpirit as well as the Spirit of the Lord. 


But it is aſked, What connection is there 


between muſical inſtruments, and devils or 
evil ſpirits? How can ſounds and ſym- 
phonies have the power of removing or 


chaſing away an evil ſpirit ? For by Davids 


playing upon the harp (ver. 23.) © Saul 
e was refreſhed, and was well, and the 
« evil ſpirit departed from him.” But 
when the diſtemper is much the ſame, 
whether occaſioned by demoniacal or by na- 
_ tural means, why may not muſic have the 
power of relieving and refreſhing men in 
the one caſe as well as in the other ? Why 
may not muſic: have the power of affecting 
a ſpirit as well as matter, of diverting and 
changing the thoughts of the mind as well 
as the humors of the body ? It ſhould ſeem 
that the ſpirit muſt be firſt affected ; for if 
the mind be wholly inattentive, or other- 
wiſe engaged and employed, the moſt hea- 
venly muſic is as nothing, and can produce 
no kind of effect upon the body. 

The true ſtate of the demoniacs is ſeen 
more fully in the goſpels. Our bleſſed Sa- 


viour and his 2 all along ſpeak of 
them 
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them as perſons reallypoſſeſſed, and that in 


ſo plain a manner as cannot eaſily be miſ- 
taken. St. Luke, who was himſelf a phy- 


ſician, and conſequently knew how to diſ- 


tinguiſh natural diſeaſes from others, maketh 
uſe of the ſame language, and his ſtile and 
manner of writing are much commended 


by the moſt learned of the ſame profeſſion. 


9) Dr. Mead ſays of him, that | as a phy- 


fician he well underſtood the force and 


meaning of words; and Dr. Freind for 
the ſame reaſon obſerves that his lan- 
«* guage is more ſimple, and more cor- 
rect, as well as more phyſical,” than 
that of the other evangeliſts :. And yet he is 
as full and copious, as exact and particular 
in his account of the demoniacs, as any of 
them. * It is true indeed, when an inveterate 
diſeaſe is cured inſtantly: by a word's ſpeak- 
ing, the cure muſt certainly be miraculous; 
and owing to the interpoſition of a divine 
power, whatever may have been the cauſe 
of the diſcaſe, whether it aroſe from natural 


(6) Mead. Medic Sacr. c. 1 15- p. 107. Freind's Hit, 
en Vol. I. 3 224. f Rü 
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whether occaſioned by demoniacal or by na- 
tural means, why may not muſic have the 
power of relieving and refreſhing men in 
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viour and his diſciples all along ſpeak of 
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them as perſons really poſſeſſed, and that in 
ſo plain a manner as cannot eaſily be miſ- 
taken, St. Luke, who was himſelf a phy- 
ſician, and conſequently knew how to diſ- 
tinguiſh natural diſeaſes from others, maketh 
uſe of the ſame language, and his ſtile and 
manner of writing are much commended 
by the moſt learned of the ſame profeſſion. 
(9) Dr. Mead ſays of him, that as a phy- 
ſician he well underſtood the force and 
meaning of words; and Dr. Freind for 
the ſame reaſon obſerves that © his lan- 
„ guage is more ſimple, and more cor- 
© rect, as well as more phyſical,” than 
that of the other evangeliſts :. And yet he is 
as full and copious, as exact and particular 
in his account of the demoniacs, as any of 
them. It is true indeed, when an inveterate 
diſeaſe is cured inſtantly by a word's ſpeak- 
ing, the cure muſt certainly be miraculous, 
and owing to the interpoſition of a divine 
power, whatever may have been the cauſe 
of the diſeaſe, whether it aroſe from natural 
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means, or proceeded from the influence of 
evil ſpirits : but of the two it ſhould ſeem a 
more difficult and arduous province, more 
Treat and godlike to diſpoſſeſs evil ſpirits, 
than to cure common diſeaſes. A diſtinction 
too is made between the curing of diſeaſes and 


the caſting out of devils, as if they were dif. 


ferent kinds of operations, and the one 
much harder to be performed than the other. 
In St. Matthew's goſpel we read, (VIII. 16.) 
that when the even was come, they 
e brought unto him many that were poſſeſſ- 
te ed with devils; and he caſt out the ſpirits 
« with his word, and healed all that were 
« ſick. In the parallel place of St. Mark 


we read, (I. 32, 34.) that at even, when | 


e the ſun did ſet, they brought untq him 


« all that were diſeaſed, and them that were 


«© poſſeſſed with devils; and he healed many 
*« that were ſick of divers diſeaſes, and caſt 
cout many devils.” Here is as manifeſt a 
dliſtinction made between healing and caſting 
out as between diſeaſes and devils : but the 
diſtinction is marked ſtill more ſtrongly in 
the parallel place of St. Luke, (IV. 40, 41.) 
* Now when the-ſun was ſetting, all they 
1 * that 


2 


* 
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« that had any ſick with divers diſeaſes, 


ce brought them unto him; and he laid his 
hands on every one of them, and healed 
« them ; And devils alſo came out of many, 
crying out and ſaying, Thou art Chriſt 


« the Son of God.” Would any phyſician 


or correct writer have expreſſed himſelf after 


this manner, if nothing more had been in- 


| tended than the healing of common diſeaſes? 
Common diſeaſes, ſuch as the leproſy and 
pally, and the like, are ſaid to be cleanſed 


and healed, but are never ſaid to be caſt out, 


and to come out crying and ſaying any thing, 
When our Saviour had called unto him his 
twelve diſciples, (Matt. X. 1, 8.) © he gave 
© © unto them power againſt unclean ſpiriis 

| © to caſt them out, and to heal all manner 


« of ſickneſs and all manner of diſeaſes :” 

and among his other directions he gave them 
the following, Heal the ſick, cleanſe the 
** lepers, raiſe the dead, caſt out devils.” 


« He ordained twelve,” faith St. Mark (III, 
14, 15.) © that they ſhould be with him, 
and that he might ſend them forth to 
 & preach, and to have power to heal ſick- 
and it is 


55 . and to caſt out devils :” 
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ſaid afterwards (VI. 13.) that they caſt out 
e many devils, and anointed with oil many 
ce that were ſick, and healed them.” When 
our Saviour had ſent forth his ſeventy diſ- 
ciples to heal the ſick, and to preach the 
kingdom of God, (Luke X. 17.) © they 
« returned again with joy, ſaying, Lord, 
even the devils are ſubject unto us through | 
thy name; as if this was the higheſt in- 
ſtance of power, and far beyond what they 
could have expected. In his laſt commiſſion 
to his diſciples our Saviour ſtill preſerves the 
ſame diſtinction, (Mark XVI. 17, 18.) © In 
my name ſhall they caſt out devils, —they 
ce ſhall ay hands on the lick, and they ſhall , 
& recover. 

But it is pretended, that this manner 
of ſpeaking our Saviour complied only with 
the cuſtomary language of his country, it 
being no part of his commiſſion, nor the 
_ deſign of the ſacred writers, to correct miſ- 
takes in phyſic, any more than in aſtronomy 
or any other ſcience.” But the caſes are vaſtly 
different. This or that ſyſtem of aſtronomy, 
whether true or falſe, whether the Coperni- 
can or Ptolemaic or any other, hath no kind 


of 
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of influence upon Chriſtian faith and practice. 5 


Whether the ſun or earth be at reſt, it maketh 
no difference to us, we have ſtill the ſame race 
to run, the ſame goal to reach, and the ſame 
prize ſet before us of the high calling of God 
in Chriſt jeſus. But miſtaken notions of 
demons or devils may much affect our reli- 
gious and moral character, may fill our 


minds with vain terrors, and ſuperſtitions, 


debaſe and corrupt our morals as well as 
our underſtandings, and prove the ſource 
of infinite calamity and miſery here and 
hereafter. A more plauſible argument may 


be drawn from the {ory of the blind man in 


St. John's goſpel, (IX. 1,2, 3.) © As Jeſus 


e paſſed by, he ſaw a man, which was 


„blind from his birth: And his diſciples 
* aſked him laying, Maſter, who did ſin, 
this man or his parents, that he was born 
blind? Jeſus anſwered, Neither hath this 


man ſinned, nor his parents; but that 
© the works of God ſhould be made mani- 
* feſt in him.” We ſee, the diſciples had 


a notion, as many of the Jews then had, 
of a ſtate of exiſtence prior to this life; 
and our Saviour ſeemeth to allow it, at leaſt 
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doth not refute and rectify it : but as we 
have no remembrance, no conſciouſneſs of 
our former exiſtence, it is all one to us 
whether there be ſuch a ſtate or not ; it is a 
matter merely of ſpeculation, and no way 


relates to practice: and ſome ingenious 
Chriſtian divines as well 48 ſome learned 


Heathen philoſophers have entertained the 


fame opinion, I will not ſay truly, but yet 
very innocently, and without any prejudice 
to religion. -Whereas we can neither with 


innocence nor with ſafety attribute powers 


to devils which they have nor, nor take from 
them what they really have : and it is not 
eaſy to ſay which of the two may expoſe us 
to greater evils and dangers. (1 John HI. 8.) 
« For this purpoſe the Son of God was 
© manifeſted; that he might deſtroy the 
* works of the devil :” but it is inlarging 
and adding to the works of the devil, if he 
never had ſuch a power, to aſcribe to him 
the power of influencing and poſſeſſing the 
ſouls and badies of men. Next in power 
and goodneſs to the caſting of real devils 
out of the bodies, would have been the 
deftr oying and rooting of this falſe notion 
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out of the minds of men. If it had been 
impoſſible to overcome the prejudices of the 
people, yet our Saviour might, either by 
himſelf or by the Holy Ghoſt afterwards; 
have diſcloſed the truth to his diſciples: 
His goodneſs would hardly have ſuffered 
them to remain in ſo pernicious an error. 
But our Saviour was ſo far from reprov= 
ing or correcting. this notion; that he hath 
confirmed and eſtabliſhed it beyond all rea- 
ſonable contradiction. He was fo far from 
giving other inſtructions to his diſciples; 
that he hath ſaid and done more than 
enough to convince them of the reality of 
theſe poſleflions. When he had called his 
twelve diſciples, (Matt. X. 1.) © he gave 
them power againſt unclean ſpirits to 
. * caſt them out,“ and he gave it beſides in 
commiſſion to them (ver. 8.) © to caſt out 
devils:“ and would he have given ſuch a 
power and ſuch a commiſſion, if there had 
been no devils to caft out, and the whole 
had been a vain imagination? When he had 
ſent forth the ſeventy diſciples; and they 
(Luke X. 17.) © returned again with joy, 
* ſaying, Lord even the devils are ſubject 
G 2 __ «« unto 
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„ unto us through thy name,” he was ſo 
far from repreſſing their joy, that he rather 
encouraged it, and fixed it upon its Proper 
foundation. (ver. 18, 19, 20.) I beheld 
« Satan as lightning fall from heaven. Be. 


hold, I give unto you power to tread on 


te ſerpents and ſcorpions, and over all the 
© power of the enemy; and nothing ſhall 
by any means hurt you. Notwithſtand- 
« ing in this rejoice not, that the ſpirits are 
c ſubject unto you; but rather rejoice, be- 
e cauſe your names are written in heaven.” 
But what is the ſenſe or meaning of all this 
phraſeology, if nothing more was perform- 
ed than ſome cures of epilepſy and madneſs! 
How can the healing of the falling ſicknels 
be ſaid to be ge Fall of Satan from his 


power and dominion ? How can the curing 


of bodily diſeaſes be faid to be e ſubjeclion 
of the ſpirits, and a victory and triumph 
over all the power of the enemy? Our Saviour 
often commands the unclean ſpirits to come 
out of a man: Hold thy peace, (Luke 
IV. 35.) „and come out of him:” but 
where 1s the reaſon or propriety of this 
command, if there were no ſpirits to come 
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out, and only ſome diſtemper to be cured ? 
When the Jews charged our Saviour © with. 
« having a devil,” (John VIII. 48.) he de- 
nies the charge indeed, and diſproves it: 
but upon this ſuppoſition the ſhorter and 
better anſwer would have been, that there 
was no ſuch poſſeſſion, there was no ſuch 
thing as having a devil. In like manner, 
when the phariſees accuſed him (Matt. XII: 
24.) of ©* caſting out devils by the prince of 
* the devils”. the proper reply would have 
been to have denied the principle inſtead of 
refuting it, and directly to have told the 
truth, if it had been the truth, that the 
devil was not in the leaſt concerned one way 
or other : but he admits the truth of his 
caſting out devils, and only expoſes the un- 
reaſonableneſs and abſurdity of imputing it 
to the prince of the devils. And would he 
have employed ſo many arguments upon a 
{ubject that had not the leaſt foundation in 
truth or the nature of things? Would he 
have attempted to prove the truth of his di- 
vine miſſion from a falſe chimera, from a 
thing that was not? Would he have argued 
upon the reality of his caſting out devils, if 
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1t had been only 4 vulgar notion, an idle 


dream, a wild fancy, and no reality in it; 


or have pretended, that he caſt out devils 


by the Spirit of God,“ and that there- 


fore © the kingdom of God was come?” 
The devil that was caſt out might have rea- 
/ ſoned in this manner; but not He, who is 
emphatically. ſtiled (John XIV. 6:) * the 
te way, and the truth, and the life.” | 

Beſides, if the demoniacs were mere mad- 
men and lunatics, how came they to be ſo 
much better and ſo much earlier acquaint- 
ed with our Lord's true character and office, 
than the generality of the people, or even 
the diſciples themſelves? His fame indeed 
went abroad, but his real ſtate and condi: 
tion were little known and underſtood; 
while we find the demoniacs publicly pro- 
claiming him to be the Chriſt, the Holy 
*© One of God, the Son of the moſt High 


“ God.” He had but newly entered on 
his miniſtry, when according to St. Mark 
(I. 23, 24.) © there was in the ſynagogue 


© a man with an unclean ſpirit; and he 
« cried out, ſaying, Let us alone; what 
" have we to do unk thee, thou Jeſus of 
5 Nazareth 
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Nazareth? art thou come to deſtroy us? 
I know thee who thou art, the Holy 
8 One of God: and according to St. Luke 
| (0; 41.) © devils alſo came out of many, 
crying out and ſaying, Thou art Chriſt, 
« the Son of God.” It was fome time 
after this that our Saviour aſked his diſci- 
ples, (Matt. XVI. 13, 14.) * Whom do 
* men ſay that I, the ſon of man, am? 
« And they faid, Some ſay that thou art 
5 „John the baptiſt ; ſome, Elias; and 
* others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets.” . 
We ſee, that they regarded him as no more 
than a prophet ; they did not generally con- 
| Ceive him to be the Meſſiah ; the demoniacs 
ad fuller and juſter notions of the ſacred- 
neſs of his perſon, and of the dignity of his 
character. Afterwards, when he aſked his 
diſciples (ver. 15, 16, 17.) « But whom ſay 
« ye that lam? Simon Peter anſwered and 
© ſaid, Thou art the Chriſt, the Son of the 
Ire living God. And Jeſus anſwered and 
+ ſaid unto him, Bleſſed art thou, Simon 
i © Bar-jona ; for fleſh and blood hath not 
revealed it unto thee, but my Father 
; which is in heaven.” It was impoſſible 
e therefore 


5 therefore for mere madmen to have attained 
to this extraordinary degree of knowlege, 
but the diſcovery might eaſily have been 
made by beings of ſo much ſuperior capaci- 
ties and intellects as the fallen angels. If 
the thing had been generally known, it would 
have been to httle purpoſe for our Lord to 
have charged the demoniacs to hold their 
peace: but he impoſed ſilence upon 
them, for the ſame reaſon that he injoined 
ſecrecy to his diſciples, leſt the publication 
of the truth ſhould provoke the rage and 
malice of his enemies to put a period to 
his life, before his hour was come, before 
he had finiſhed the due courſe of his mini- 
ſtry. The diſciples might have publiſhed 
it with a good deſign for the glory of their 
maſter, but the devils would moſt proba- 
- bly have publiſhed it maliciouſly, and with 
intent to haſten on his deſtruction. 
W In this controverſy we find two caſes of 
| madneſs and epilepſy par ticularly inſiſted 
in order to prove that theſe poſſeſſion 
were uſually the one or the other: and it i 
not denied, that there are demoniacs who 


may labor under epilepſy and madneſs ; but 
then, 
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then, I ſay, they are not mere epilepſy and 
madneſs; they are ſomething more than 
natural diſeaſes; there are effects which 
plainly point out and refer to ſome ſuperior 
cauſe, as we ſhall be more fully convinced 
by taking the two caſes into conſideration. 
While our Saviour was with Peter, James 
and John upon themountain, which was 
the ſcene of his transfiguration, a certain 
man brought his young ſon to the diſciples 
that they ſhould cure him, and they could 
not. His cafe by the deſcription of it was 
plainly epileptic, but it was ſomething more 
than a common epilepſy, as is evident from 
ſeveral circumſtances. All the three evan- 
geliſts (Matt. XVII. Mark IX. Luke IX.) 
expreſly aſcribe it to © a devil, an unclean 
* ſpirit, a dumb and deaf ſpirit ;” and a diſ- 
tinction is made between the actions of the 
ſpirit as the agent, and of the demoniac as the 
patient. In St. Mark's account (ver. 18.) 
* whereſoever he (the ſpirit) taketh him, he 
*© teareth him; and he (the demoniac) 
* foameth, and gnaſheth with his teeth, and 
* pineth away.” St. Luke diſtinguiſheth in 
like manner (ver. 39.) And lo, aſpirit taketh 
An — 
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* him, and he ſuddenly crieth out; and it 


e teareth him that he foameth again, and 


e bruiſing him, hardly departeth from him. 
He had long labored under this diſeaſe, for 
it had grown up with him from his child. 

hood: and in ſuch caſes the phyſicians 
agree, that it is very difficult, if not im- 
poſſible to be cured. Yet Jeſtis wrought 
the cure; and the miraculouſneſs of the 

cure may obtain the greater credit to the 
miraculouſneſs of the means, by which the 
cure was wrought. © Jeſus rebuked the 

“e devil,” faith St. Matthew, (ver. 18.) 
te and he departed out of him, and the 
* child was cured from that very hour.” 
Here are two diſtin& events, which are not 

to be confounded together, the difpoſſeſſing 

of the evil ſpirit, and the cure of the young 
man in conſequence of it. St. Mark alfo 
repreſents Jeſus (ver. 25.) as © rebuking 


te the foul ſpirit, and faying unto him, 
* Thou dumb and deaf ſpirit, I charge 


ce thee, come out of him, and enter no 
«© more into him.” A falſe and fallacious 
manner of expreſſion, and altogether un- 
worthy of our Lord, if there were really no 

. ſpirit 
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ſpirit to come out or enter in again, and 
only a bodily diſeaſe to be cured. The cure 
t00 18 altogether unlike the cure of a natural 
diſeaſe. (ver. 26, 27.) © And the ſpirit 
* cried, and rent him ſore, and came out 
e of him; and he was as one dead, inſo- 
| * much that many ſaid, He is dead. But 
* Jeſus took him by the hand, and lifted 
him up; and he aroſe.” A natural diſ- 
eaſe doth not leave a patient with ſuch ſud- 
den force and violence; but an evil ſpirit 
might give as it were A parting blow, the 
laſt effort of his malignity. And they 
were all amazed,” faith St. Luke, (ver. 
43.) * at the mighty power of God :” but 
the power of God appears much mightier 
| in the diſpoſſeſſing of an evil ſpirit and the 
curing of an epilepſy at the ſame time, than 
in the curing of an epilepſy alone. When 
the diſciples afterwards aſked our Lord in 
private, (Matt. XVII. 19, 20, 21.) © Why 
e could not we caſt him out?“ He replied, 
* Becauſe of your unbelief; if ye had 
taith, ye ſhould remove mountains, and no- 
thing ſhould be impoſſible unto you. © How- 
beit this kind goeth not out but by prayer 
H 2 and 


* 
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de and faſting.” The phyſician who pro- 
poſed (1 I) inſtead of er WpoTeEUVYn Kaul V1SEIG by | 
Prayer and faſting to read ev WPOTEY EL ng Ki 
by conſtant faſting, propoſed it only as the 
play of a ſportive fancy, was not in earneſt, 
and could not really approve it himſelf, 
For conſtant faſting never yet cured any 
one, nor ever can of an inveterate epilepſy; 
it will ſooner put an end to the man, than 
to his diſtemper. Prayer and fafling are 
often joined together in {cripture, as mu- 
tual helps, and requiſites in any arduous I | 
undertaking, faſting making prayer more lf t 
pure and intenſe more fervent and effectual; I 
and without doubt they are the proper i t 
means to ſtrengthen and increaſe our faith, II 
and abſolutely neceſſary to procure any mi- | b 
raculous gifts and graces. Our Saviour tl 
promiſeth his diſciples in another place, I | 
(Matt. XXI. 21, 22.) « If ye have faith | (! 
* and doubt not, ye ſhall ſay unto this 
ce mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou 
5 caſt into the ſea, it ſhall be done: And 
73 all things whatſoever yeſhallaſk 1 in prayer, 


(1) Nr. Sykes“ 8 Aae into the meaning of Demoniacs, _ 


. 17. 
yh * believing, 
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« believing, ye ſhall receive.“ St. James 
mentions it, as one of the miraculous gifts 


in his time, and as an encouragement to 


pray over the ſick, (V. 15.) © that the 
prayer of faith ſhall ſave on fick, and the 
« Lord ſhall raiſe him up. ' Theſe then are 
the conditions without which no miraculous 
powers were obtained, and much more were 
they neceſſary to the performance of ſuch an 
extraordinary miracle as this. 

The caſe of the madman or madmen is 
ſill ſtronger, and more inexplicable upon 
the principles of mere diſeaſe, mere! mad- 
neſs. According to St. Matthew (VIII. 28.) 


there were #209 of them; Mark (V. 2.) and 


Luke (VIII. 27.) mention only one, one 
being perhaps more frantic and outrageous 
than the other; but this difference maketh 
little difference in the caſe. It is ſaid of him 
(Mark, ver. 3, 4.) that “ he had his dwell- 
« ing among the tombs, and no man could 
© bind him, no not with chains: Becauſe 
| © that he had been often bound with fetters 
« and chains, and the chains had been 
* plucked aſunder by him, and the fetters 


25 * broken i in pieces, neither could any man 
tame 


CE 
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9 tame him.” Here was manifeſtly an ex. 
ertion of ſtrength far above all the natura] 
powers of man. His plucking aſunder and 


breaking in pieces the fetters and chains was 


ſomething very extraordinary; but if he had 
done it once, they might have ſecured him 
with ſtronger chains; but he did it often ; 
neither could any man tame him. He mult be 


more than a mere madman, who was fo 


wholly unconquerable; eſpecially if (2) Dr. 


Mead's obſervation be true, that there is 


< the leſs neceſſity for torments and ſtripes, 


e becauſeall madmen are of ſuch a cowardly | 


* diſpoſition; that even the moſt frantic 
and miſchievous, after being once or twice 


tied, ſurrender at diſcretion, and thence 


e forward refrain from committing any 
te outrage through fear of puniſhment,” 


* When he ſaw Jeſus afar off,” (Mark, 


ver. 6.) „ he ran and worſhipped him.” 


But how came a madman, who had been 


of a long time in that condition, who ware 
uo clothes, neither abode in any houſe, but al- 


2 Ways 

(2) Mead. Medic. Sacr, Tormenta vero et plagæ ideo 
minus ſunt neceſſaria, quod animi tam puſilli, et imbelles 
ſunt omnes inſani; ut etiam acerrime furentes, ſemel aut 
itetum vincti, quaſi victi ſe dedant, et in poſterum meticu- 


15 


rn 


Ways night and day Was in the mountains and 
in the tombs ; and was exceeding fierce, 2 that 


no man might paſs by that way; how came 


ſuch a man in ſuch a ſituation and condi- 
tion to have any knowlege of the perſon 
and character of Jeſus, who had but lately 
entered upon his miniſtry; and from {6 
ferocious creature become all of a ſudden 
ſo gentle and tractable as to fall down and 


worſhip him? Upon Jeſus commanding the 


unclean ſpirit to come out of the man, the 
man, or rather the demon ſpeaking through 
the man, — for according to (3) Plato, the 
demoniacs do not ſpeak their own language 
or dialect, but that of the demon who has 


entered into them—cried out, (ver. 6.) 


e What have I to do with thee, 2 thou 
„Son of the moſt High God ?-T adjure 
*© thee by God that thou torment me not :” 


or as St. Matthew expreſſeth it, (ver. 29.) 
What have I to do with thee, Jeſus, thou 
“ Son of God? art thou come hither to 


lofi ab injuriis inferendis deſiſtant. Cap. 9. p. 80. with 
Stack's tranſlation. 

(3) Plato apud Clem. Alex. 71 auluy C ele Porn 
0 armor, a Thy v 7240s Jai Strom. I. P- 338. 
Edit. Par. p. 405+ "Be. Potter. 


6c torment 
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<« torment us before the time? And (Luke, 
ver. 30.) © they beſought him that he would 
« not command them to go out into the 
« deep,” the abyſs or bottomleſs pit. Theſe 
ſayings might be dictated by evil ſpirits, but 
otherwiſe could not proceedout of the mouth 
of madmen. Spoken of the former, they are 
very intelligible, having plainly ſome refe- 
rence to their future ſtate and puniſhment: 
but they are in no ſhape applicable to the 
latter, and neither could ſuch things, which 
were then but little known, enter into the 
ideas of madmen, who generally in their 
wildeſt flights have yet ſome ſenſe and mean- 
ing. It farther appears that ſeveral evil 
ſpirits had taken poſſeſſion of this man, 
For St. Luke introduceth the ſtory by ſay- 
ing, (ver. 27.) he © had devils long time; 
and upon his being aſked What was his 
name, he anſwered © Legion, for we are 
«© many,” as it is in St. Mark; or as it is 
in St. Luke, (ver. 30.) „ becauſe many 
« devilswereentered into him, which reaſon 
is aſſigned not by the man, but by the evan- 
geliſt. A certain number is put for an un- 


5 certain, as when it is ſaid (Luke VIII. 2.) 


that 
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that out of Mary Magdalen, «© went ſeven 
« devils,” and (Matt. XII. 45.) the unclean 
ſpirit “ taketh with him ſeven other ſpirits” _ 
more wicked than himſelf, It is certain 
then, that a man may be poſſeſſed by a 
number of demons ; and the Heathens alſo 
had ſomething of the ſame notion, for we 
find the phraſe of (4) /arvarum plena, full 
of larve, full of ſpeCtres or goblins : but 
whoever heard of many madneſſes, of ſeven 
madneſſes, or a legion of madneſſes? It is 
natural for evil ſpirits to delight in miſchief, 
and accordingly they © beſought Jeſus much” 
(Mark, ver. 10.) © that he would not ſend 
them away out of the country,” but that he 
would give them leave to paſs into a herd of 
ſwine that was feeding nigh unto the moun- 
tains. For good reaſons without doubt 
(ome of which we may diſcern) he per- 


mitted them ; and they went out of the man, 


and entered into the ſwine, and the whole 
herd, to the number of © about two thou- 


© into the * and raviſhed/ in the waters.“ 


(4) Nam bæc q idem =dipel larvarum Plana gf. Plaut. 
Mans Ack. 2. Sc. 2. ver. 145. 
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Theſe things were a full demonſtration of 
the great power as well as malice of theſe 
wicked ſpirits: but if there was nothing 
more than madneſs in the caſe, how could 


per ſonal actions and ſpeeches be attributed 
to it? how could Jeſus hold diſcourſe with 


a mere frenzy ? how could a diſeaſe wiſh | 


to ſtay i in the country, and do farther miſ- 
chief? anſwer queſtions, make uſe of in- 
treaties, leave the body wherein it was and 
yet have a diſtinct being, enter into the 
whole herd of ſwine, and force animals, 
which are the moſt difficult to be driven, 
down a ſteep place into the fea. If theſe 
were the ſayings and actions of devils, the 
whole narration is rational and conſiſtent; 
but underſtood of a frenzy only, the ſtory 
18 falſe and frivolous: no ſenſible writers, 
and much leſs could inſpired writers have 
written in this manner; and Woolſton him- 
ſelf could hardly have expoſed the facred 
text to ſtronger ridicule. 

If the queſtion ſhould be aſked, How it 
came to paſs, that theſe. demonjacal caſes 
abounded ſo much more at the commence- 


ment of the Chriſtian ra, than at any 
| le 
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other period before or ſince; it may be 
fairly anſwered, that if theſe caſes had been 


peculiar to the time of our Saviour, yet 
that would have been no good argument 


againſt the truth of the facts. For there 
are certain diſtempers, which have been 
epidemic in one age, and yet unknown in 
any other. The ſweating (5) ſickneſs, for 
example, was never heard of before the 


fifteenth century in any age or nation; and 


after returning now and then, for the ſpace 
of ſome years, has ever ſince entirely diſ- 
appeared, and poſſibly may never return 


any more. But we read of ſome demoniacs, 


among the Gentiles as well as among the 
Jews, before our Saviour's time, and of 
many more afterwards; and if we hear 


more of them at that time particular ly, the 


reaſon may be, becauſe the exiſtence and 
operations of evil ſpirits began then to be 
better known and underſtood; they were 
then living who had the gift of diſcerning of 


ſpirits; they were indued with ſuch powers, 


as ſerved to diſcover and expoſe the malig- 


t&) See Freind's Hiſt, of Phyſic, vol II. p. 332.4 | 
=O | nity 
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nity of theſe wicked beings ; they who could 
adminiſter the cure, and perfect the reco- 
very, mult be beſt acquainted with the na- 
ture and cauſe of the diſeaſe; and their ac- 
counts are the only facts of this kind, 


which can abſolutely be depended upon as 


genuin and true. There have been many 
pretended demoniacs, and many pretended 
exorciſts ; perſons who have been inſtruct- 
ed to counterfeit the moſt horrid geſticula- 
tions and diſtortions of body, as if they 
were ſeiſed and agitated by devils, and others 
who by the uſe of holy water and the mut- 
tering of certain prayers have reſtored and 
ſet them at liberty. But counterfeits are 


generally formed upon truths; and there | 
may have been ſome real poſſeſſions in for- 
mer times, there may be ſuch at this preſent 


time; but we have not the faculty that! 
ſpeak of, diſcerning of ſpirits, we cannot 
caſt them out, and conſequently cannot 
pronounce with certainty what are demo- 


niacal poſſeſſions, and what are not. If 


there be no ſuch poſſeſſions now in the 
world, this may be reckoned among the 


many other excellencies and advantages of 


the 


>. 
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the Chriſtian religion, that it hath ſo curb- 
ed and reſtrained the powers of evil ſpirits. 
They had indeed at the time of our Savi- 
our's appearance a particular reaſon for ex- 
erting their power and malice in oppoſition 
to the firſt erection and eſtabliſhment of the 
kingdom of God; and they might be per- 
mitted to exert them to the utmoſt, in or- 
der more effectually to diſplay the ſuperior 
power and goodneſs of him whom God ſent 
into the world, to render their defeat more 
conſpicuous, and to gain the greater credit 
to him and his diſciples. No ſooner had 
Jeſus entered upon his miniſtry, and caſt 
out an unclean ſpirit in the ſynagogue at 
Capernaum, than the people (Matt. I. 27.) 
« were all amazed, inſomuch that they 
* queſtioned among ' themſelves, ſaying, 
{© What thing is this? what new doctrin is 
* this? for with authority commandeth he 
even the unclean ſpirits, and they do 
* obey him.” Afterwards when he had 
healed a dumb man, poſſeſſed with a devil, 
(Matt. IX. 33.) © the multitudes marveled 
* ſaying, It was never ſo ſeen in Iſrael.” 
4 time (Matt. XII. 22, 23.) there 

_ «© was 
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ewas brought unto him one poſſeſſed with 
* a devil, blind and dumb; and he healed 
ce him, infomuch that the blind and dumb 
both ſpake and ſaw: And all the people 
« were amazed and ſaid, Is not this the fon 
« of David?“ None of his miracles were a 
ſtronger and more illuſtrious proof of his 
divine miſſion; none of them were a more 
immediate cones of Satan, or tended 
more to the ſubverſion of his kingdom: i 
and aſcribing this caſting out of devils to 
the power of the devils, was the fin never 
to be forgiven, the blaſphemy againſt the 
* Holy host. ( John III. 8.) For 
ce this purpoſe the Son of God was mani- 
* feſted that he might deſtroy the works of 
« the devil :” and this manifeſtation could 
not be made more ſignal and glorious than 
by 'thus viſibly and publicly caſting out 
devils. His caſting them out of . the bodies 
was a proper type and emblem of his ex- 
pelling them alſo from the ſouls of men: it 
was (as I may apply the words) an outward 
and viſible ſign of an inward and ſpiritual 
grace. Nothing could more exper iment- 


ally convince us, that“ greater is He that 
cc 18 
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© js in us than he that is in the world.” 
Nothing could be a ſurer pledge and earneſt 
of his final victory and triumph over all 
the powers of death and hell. (1 Cor. XV. 
| 57.) © Thanks be to God which giveth 
| © us the victory through our Lord Jeſus 

«..Chrilt.”” 
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